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Migrant and Refugee Women Call for True Access to Justice on 

The International Day to Stop Violence Against Women 

The Women’s Exchange is a national network of migrant and refugee women from Burma sharing 

together to improve their safety and well being. The network is supported by MAP Foundation and the 

women use the legal services of MAP to seek justice when they have been abused or exploited. But 

justice is hard to access for women, and especially for migrant women. 

In year 2011, a 16 years old Shan girl was raped by a 57 years old Thai man who was a friend of her 

father.  She was so afraid that she did not dare  tell anyone about it until she realized that she was 

pregnant. Her mother went straight to the rapist to demand he take responsibility but he denied raping 

the daughter. MAP legal team arranged for the DNA testing of the baby which proved that he was the 

father. The girl is waiting for the final decision of the court in December this year. 

In September this year, a 15 yr old girl from Burma was working on a construction site and living with 

adoptive parents. She had to give all her wages to adoptive parents and her adoptive father raped and 

abused her repeatedly.  Fearful that he would start doing the same to her younger sister, she took her and 

ran. The sisters are now safe and being cared for but taking a legal case against the child abuser while 

keeping the sisters safe is a major challenge. 

Women in the refugee camps along the Thai-Burma border sometimes feel helpless in accessing justice. 

They are confined to the camps and have to depend on international agencies to advocate for their safety 

and justice.  

When a 37yr old refugee woman, mother of two, was found murdered near  Mae La Refugee camp in 

September this year,  a team of forensics took evidence, including vaginal examination, in public on the 

side of the road. When the family asked for an autopsy, they were told that they would have to pay for the 

body to be sent to Bangkok. Instead the body was immediately cremated. The family are desperate to 

know what really happened and to bring justice to the perpetrator, but they have no access to 

information, let alone to justice. 

All women have the right to justice. All women have the right to dedicated legal services and to justice 

systems which are fair and inclusive. On Stop Violence Against Women Day 2013, MAP Foundation and 

the Women’s Exchange call for the governments of Thailand and Myanmar to ensure that effective 

mechanisms are in place to ensure true access to justice for migrant and refugee women.  

 

For more information, please contact 

Kaew (Thai language): 0894316755, Mai Mai (Burmese language) 0856159653, Jackie (English 

language) 0850395216 
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No human being is illegal 



 
 


